Carolyn P. Henly

Meadowbrook High School

A.P. English--1998-1999

Poetry Explication Assignment

Directions:  Prepare an oral explication of a poem.  You may choose to use the same poem that you are writing your Type 5 essay about, if you wish, but you are not required to do so.  If you choose a different poem, check with me for an OK.  Anything of literary merit will be satisfactory.  Your presentation will be graded as follows:

Content Requirements
Points
Requirement

25
The Presentation incorporates all of the Dramatic Analysis questions which are PERTINENT to your poem.  It neither includes information which is irrelevant to a thorough understanding of the poem nor overlooks information which contributes significantly to meaning.

25
The Presentation incorporates a discussion of the significance of the structure of the poem.  The structure of a poem includes such elements as:  rhyme, rhythm, stanza structure, line length, adherence to or variation from a standard form such as villanelle.  This discussion can occur affiliated with whichever of the DA questions is most appropriate.

25
The Presentation incorporates an interpretation of the significance of the imagery of the poem.  This discussion can occur affiliated with whichever of the DA questions is most appropriate.

25
The Presentation is itself clearly structured as an argument proving theme.  The arguments and evidence cited is reasonable and logical; the explanation of the interpretation of the poem makes sense, does not include gaping inconsistencies, and is well-organized.

40
The presentation incorporates the use of some sort of visual aid which can be put on a transparency (see completion requirements below).  The visual aid shows how all the major components of your analysis are related to each other.  Some examples of a visual aid which could work are:  a graph, a chart, a mind-map, a Venn diagram, a family-tree-like hierarchical drawing.  You should choose a format which helps show how the poem itself (or the ideas in it) are structured.  This is the most important component of your presentation; if you work this out well and carefully, you will be able to make your whole presentation right from the visual aid!  (I will provide a model in class.)

25
The theme of the poem is clearly stated (not merely implied) during the presentation--preferably at the END of the presentation, as the conclusion of all the preceding arguments.  The theme is plausible rather than merely possible.  (And certainly is NOT impossible!)

Performance Requirements

Points
Requirement

10
The presentation is loud enough for everyone to hear easily.

10
The pace of the presentation is appropriate and comfortable, so that the audience can easily follow the development of the ideas.

10
The presenter’s demeanor is comfortable; the speaker makes eye contact, is aware of whether the audience is understanding, and makes adjustments in the verbal delivery as necessary.

Completion Requirements

Points
Requirement

15
A clean copy of the poem is turned in before school on March 10 so that Mrs. Henly can make copies for the class of all poems.  (As the order of the performances will be determined by random draw, I need copies of all poems ready before we begin on the 10th!)

20
A copy of the visual aid is delivered to Mrs. Henly by the beginning of school on March 10th so that she can put them all on transparencies before class (and, hence, the presentations!) begins!

20
All notes for the presentation are turned in at the beginning of class on March 10th as proof that all speakers are ready to present that day if called upon.

