Carolyn P. Henly

Meadowbrook High School

A.P. English--1998-1999

Pride & Prejudice Database--Phase II

Analysis of Data using Queries
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Procedure:

1.
Hide all the columns you won't need.  To do this, go to the FORMAT menu and select UNHIDE columns.  You will get a window that looks like the one pictured to the right.  You can see that all the little check boxes have check marks in them; click in all the boxes for the page numbers to remove the check marks, as I have done for the first few in the sample.

2.
Use the database's query function to set up a series of data sorts in order to analyze the data.  To do this, follow these steps:


A.
Close the database table window by clicking on the little x in the upper right-hand corner.


B.
From the database window (see sample below) choose the queries tab.
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C.
From the Queries window, select a NEW query, click OK for it to open in DESIGN view, and click to add the Pride & Prejudice table to the query.  (See examples next page.)
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4.
Once you've gotten this far, you can decide what queries you want to set up.  You choose the categories as we did in the practice session.  To set up the actual queries, follow these instructions:

FIRST:  Decide what you want to find out.  Do you want all the men who went both to Longbourne and London?  If so, you would set the query up as follows:
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Therefore:  This combination of requirements will result in a list of all the males who went to both Longbourne and London.

Make Sure:  
You know WHY you are generating the list.  What do you think the query will illuminate about the characters, the themes, or important events in the book?
Procedural Leftovers:

· Run at least 10 queries.

· Keep a list of the queries you ran.

· Print the results of each query.

· Analyze the results of each query.  Try to account for the relationship or pattern of similarity amongst the groups that result from your queries.
We will discuss what you learned next time!

Practice Understanding Queries:  What information will the following query elicit?

Answer:  
All the females who both write and receive letters and who make an error of judgment.

Run the Query—Once you have

finished identifying the charac-

eristics you want to compare,


Now, what results do you get?  And what kinds of conclusions can you draw?  Here is the result of the sample query from the previous page:


What conclusions can I make?  How are these ladies alike?  What accounts for the fact that they share the similarities of writing and receiving letters and making errors of judgment?    Perhaps it is because they are the women who are most involved with people outside of their families—the least self-centered?  But then how do we account for Lady Catherine?  Maybe Jane Austen was showing us that even people who interact a lot with others are capable of making errors of judgment.  Looks like time for another query—which of these ladies learned from their errors?  Maybe that will tell us something interesting . . . .

Select the Queries tab by clicking on it.











Click here to activate the Query in the design view.





Click here to add the Pride & Prejudice table to your query.  Then click “Close.”





This will require the database to show only those characters who went to London.





This will require the database to show only those characters who went to Longbourne





This will require the database to show only those characters who are male.





This will require the database to show you the character's name.





These pull-down menus will allow you to set the parameters for the query.  Click in the top row in order to get the pull down menu, then highlight the characteristic you want.  (The example shows “gender” highlighted.)  Once you have selected that characteristic, it will appear in the row called “Field,” as “Charater’s Name” does in the first column.  Then you have to give the database instructions about what to look for.  Leave the checkmark showing in the box labeled  “show.”  In the row labeled “Criteria,” enter your formula.  =Yes   will tell the database to look for characters who DID meet that criterion.  =No will tell the database to look for characters who DID NOT meet that criterion.





Use the Query Menu to select RUN!
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